Grading Rubric of the Op-Ed assignment:

Graduates of masters programs complete their studies with a wide range of writing skills. During your study you are mainly trained in so called academic writing skills which are necessary to write well-structured and researched academic articles, reports, or grant proposals for an expert audience. 

However, writing skills do not only pertain to academic writing. There are many contexts where a type of formal, non-academic writing is necessary or more appropriate, such as when disseminating scientific knowledge and new research to a wider, non-expert audience. The format we will explore in the assignment in this course, is the op-ed piece. This should be an opinionated text, written for a platform such as a major newspaper, which explores a current economic issue and sometimes offers a particular solution. 

Although by definition opinionated, this type of writing must employ a strong basis of specialized knowledge (in our case, of the concepts and models in public economics) in order to support its argument. Examples and applications from the real world are also a key tool in grounding the op-ed text. In contrast to more academic formats, current events,  ongoing societal debates and even personal experiences are used extensively as ‘hooks’ and ‘headlines’: these are examples that grab the audience’s interest, particularly in the title and the opening paragraph.

Indeed, the main objective of the op-ed piece is to create an interest about the chosen issue in an audience, that may have little expert knowledge in the economics field specifically. To that end, it is important to avoid over-complicated or academic explanations, which could alienate the non-expert audience. The balancing act between using economic terminology and explaining it in a concise and accessible manner, is a major skill that masters students should practice. 

In addition to this type of awareness-raising, an op-ed piece may be used to argue in favour of a general direction that governance should take in order to solve the current issue. Some authors even put forward a particular policy.  

Throughout this course, we will read an “appetizer” every week, in the form of a well-written op-ed (or blog contribution) from respected economists and newspapers. This should give you a solid overview of the content, format, and style of an op-ed text, which you can apply in your own writing. Other English-language news sources with solid op-ed contributions include: The New York Times, The Guardian, The Economist, The Financial Times. For those interested in Dutch-language news sources: NRC, de Volkskrant, De Groene Amsterdammer, Elsevier weekblad. 

On October 17th, as an in-class midterm assignment in the course Public Economics and Policy (ECMPEP), you will be asked to write an op-ed that touches on one of the major themes we discuss in the preceding weeks: 1) public goods, 2) externalities, 3) asymmetric information, or 4) inequality and poverty. You will have 3 hours, and access to any course materials you wish to bring, or resources you want to cite that are available through the internet, or the UU virtual library environment. 

The op-ed piece should be 800-1000 words in length, and closely follow the content, structure, and language criteria described below. Your op-ed will be checked for plagiarism. If you want to cite, do it explicitly and provide the source via a link (see also the Education and Exam Regulation U.S.E. Masters 2022-23, article 5.15).



	
Criteria

	
Weight 
	
Explanation

	
Content

	
60
	

	
Link to Theories and Concepts
	
30
	· Use relevant concepts, terms, or theories from the course. 
· Explain them accurately and succinctly, to potential non-experts, and apply them to the topic of the op-ed.

	
Use of Examples and Framing
	
15
	· Include examples, from the literature we have read or which you have sourced, and from your own knowledge / experiences, that give context and real-world significance to the text.
· The ideas and framing of the text should form a coherent take on the topic.

	
Critical Thought and Reflection

	
15
	· The issue of the op-ed is evaluated from multiple perspectives (while the main opinion remains clear). 
· Contradicting evidence must be mentioned, critically reflected upon, and if possible, refuted.

	
Structure

	
30
	

	
Clear Outline
	
10
	· A catchy title (headline) and first paragraph are used to grab the audience’s attention.
· The main argumentation and a strong conclusion should also easily be discernible in the paragraph structure of the text, without the use of headings.

	
Logical Flow of Argument

	
20
	· Whatever the position that is chosen, it should be consistently argued, with support from relevant evidence and logical transitions. 
· The analysis clearly leads to a convincing policy recommendation.

	
Language

	
10
	

	
Tone / Style/ Spelling & Grammar
	
10
	· Use an appropriate style of language for the text: with enough formality for a major newspaper, but without the density of academic jargon. 
· Use elements of emotional and/or polemic writing to help maintain the interest of the audience.
· Use correct and consistent (e.g. American or English) spelling. 
· Use correct, easily readable sentence grammar.



    Total: 100 
